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Brecksville United Methodist Church
Contemplative Worship - October 18, 2026

Welcome Rev. Heidi Welch

Call To Worship
God has been at work long before we arrived,
and will be at work long after we are gone.
God gathers us across generations,
weaving together lives and stories
into something none of us could create alone.
As we worship today,
May we not simply to sit beside one another,
but discover the gifts we carry
and the life we can share.
May we become a people
where no age is forgotten,
no voice is overlooked,
and no gift is wasted.
Let us imagine what we might become
when we truly belong to one another.

Opening Prayer, with Breath Prayer

Opening Song Open Our Hearts 3X
Open our hearts to your presence,
your promise, your peace.
Guide us on the pathway that leads to life;
Open our hearts to your presence,

your promise, your peace.
All Songs -Copyright (c) 1998 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé (France) CCLI#1653326

Worship is a personal experience and we welcome all forms of
engagement. Sit where you feel comfortable. You are welcome to change
your seat anytime during the service. You are welcome to bring your own

mat, pillows, blankets or chairs. Find your own way to get comfortable and
embrace the moment as an opening to God's presence and love.



Moment of Reflection, concluding with Sound Bowl

For centuries, sound bowls have been used across cultures to
quiet the mind and open the heart. Their resonant tones invite us
into stillness, helping us listen deeply and rest in God’s presence.

Confession & Words of Forgiveness
Prayer of Confession:

God of every generation,

forgive us for the ways we keep our distance,

make assumptions,

and overlook one another’s gifts.

We treat some as teachers and others as learners,
some as caregivers and others as those who need care.
We have forgotten that every person

is both a bearer of gifts

and a beloved recipient of grace.

Widen our imagination, O God.

Teach us to see one another not as problems to solve,
but as companions in this shared life.

Make us ready to receive what others offer

and courageous enough to offer what we carry.
Amen.

Words of Forgiveness
Silence, Concluding with the Sound Bowl

Guided Meditation Luke 2:25-38 (NLT)

Song Ubi Caritas
Where there is charity, selfless love,
where there is charity, God is truly there.



Celebration of Holy Communion
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Lord's Prayer
Sharing of Elements
Prayer After Communion

Song Bless The Lord 3X

Bless the Lord, my soul,
and bless God’s holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul,

who brings me into life.

Benediction

CELEBRATION LUNCHEON
Sunday, October 25 at 11:45

Celebrating Jeff & Scott Hastings’
17 years of service

as our Facilties Managers /—~
BT

Join us after church on Sunday, October 25 in Fellowship
Hall as we honor Jeff and Scott for 17 years of faithful
service as our Facilities Managers, celebrate Jeff's
retirement, and shower Scott with blessings for his next
chapter and recent marriage! We’ll enjoy brunch and cake
and share our warm wishes.
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Courageous Inclusion: Our Welcoming Statement
Brecksville United Methodist Church is called to the ministry of reconciliation.
We embrace diversity as a gift. We celebrate our human family’s diversity of
sexual orientation, gender identity, race, ethnicity, age, faith history,
economic status, marital status, physical and mental ability, and education.
We affirm that all people are created in the image of God and as beloved
children of God, all are worthy of God’s love and grace. We welcome the full
inclusion of all people in the life and ministries of Brecksville United
Methodist Church as we journey toward reconciliation through Christ.

Question of the week: What’s an obsolete or “old-school” skill you know
how to do? Share your answer on the clipboard or text: 833-556-1171.
The Wiggle Room is open with background checked staff & volunteers all
morning. Learning Opportunities for all ages in the 9:30 hour. Seedlings &
Sprouts meets after the Children’s Moment today.

Stay & Play Stay after the 10:30 worship service today and play in Fellowship
Hall. A casual hang out for kids & parents!

Roof Work begins tomorrow, weather permitting. Please follow signs and
directions about where to enter and exit the building.

Crafting with a purpose! Tuesday 10/20 Stitch’n’Time a space for those who
crochet & knit at 10 am and Sew4Good sewists drop in from 5 - 8 pm.
Sacred Sound Bath - Friday 10/23 at 8 pm in Fellowship Hall. A calming space
to relax, reflect, and refresh your mind and body.

Book Study Genesis: A Beginner’s Guide to the Beginning by Amy-lJill
Leving. Bridge traditions through shared learning. Led by Ann Thal. Meets
on Zoom the 4th Monday of each month at 1:30 pm, starting October 26.

All Saints Sunday November 1 at 10:30 am. Join us as we remember the
saints who formed our faith, reading the names of those who died in the
past year, lighting candles, and tolling the church bell in their honor.

DO JUSTICE ACTION: Cuyahoga County voters: GCC has
voted to support Issue 11, the Health & Human Services

LOVE MERCY Levy. As costs rise and federal aid drops, vital local services
WALK HUMBLY for food, addiction recovery, re-entry, and medical care are

MICAH 6:8 5t risk. Learn more at greaterclevelandcongregations.org
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’ " = -
[ 4 God is able to accomplish abundantly

far more than all we can ask or imagine."
Ephesians 3:20-21

We have been reflecting on how God is calling Brecksville UMC
to create greater capacity for future ministry—expanding staff
for care and family ministry, deepening relationships, and
making our church on the Square a safe, welcoming and
inclusive space for all for generations to come.

TWO IMPORTANT DATES AHEAD

1. Commitment Sunday, October 25
This is the day we gather our prayers and bring forward our
Estimate of Giving Commitment cards during worship.

« What to consider: Pledges for our $1.25M Vision Campaign
are typically fulfilled over a 3-year period (36 months).

« Two ways to grow: Your annual commitment to the General
Offering ensures that our big vision never comes at the
expense of the ministries we already love.

o How to participate: Bring your commitment card to worship
on Oct 25, mail it to the church, or submit it online.

2. First Offering Sunday, November 1 - All Saints Sunday

A special celebration Sunday where we bring our initial financial
gift toward our 3-year commitments to help launch our early
project phases and remember the saints who have gone before
us in the faith.

QUESTIONS & CONFIDENTIAL DISCERNMENT

Have questions about tax-wise giving (IRA distributions, stock
transfers, etc.) or multi-year pledging? Contact Shannon
Kantorowski, Finance Manager at Finance@BrecksvilleUMC.com
or call the church office - 440-526-3938
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A SIMPLE PRAYER FOR THIS WEEK AT HOME
God, thank you for the ways you have sustained
Brecksville United Methodist Church for over 200 years.
Show us how you are inviting me/our household to
participate in this next chapter. Help us give with joyful,
generous hearts as we imagine what You will do next.
Amen.

TAKING THE NEXT STEPS THIS WEEK
READ & REFLECT:
Review the Imagine Campaign FAQ pamphlet together
as a household or in quiet personal devotion.

PRAY:
Ask God, "What am I/is our household being invited to share
to help build capacity for our community’s future?"

FILL & BRING:
Complete your Estimate of Giving Committment card
and bring it to worship next Sunday, October 25
(or complete it at BrecksvilleUMC.com/Imagine).

LEARN MORE OR MAKE YOUR COMMITMENT ONLINE

www.BrecksvilleUMC.com/Imagine

Brecksville UMC, 65 Public Square Brecksville OH 44141



Weekly Planner

OCTOBER 12-18, 2026
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*=0nline or online option. Find details at www.brecksvilleumc.com

CARE & PRAYER MAIL

JANE PETRIE
It's her birthday this week!
6814 Rosemont Dr
Brecksville, OH 44141-2613

TUESDAY
Worship Team, 10 am
Stitch'n’'Time, 10 am
Staff Meeting, 10:30 am
Mission Food Prep, 2 pm
Sew4Good, 5 pm

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, ANTHY!
THURSDAY
Choir Rehearsal, 6:30
Bendlak Sm. Group, 7:00 pm
Band Rehearsal, 8:30 pm

SATURDAY
PUMPKIN PATCH ,
OPEN DAILY
11AM-7PM

650 PRAYER

God of abundance, saturate our community with
connection and belonging. Where there is isolation, make

me present. Where there is loneliness, make us family.
Show me my part in cultivating relationships so that others
will know of Your boundless love. Open my heart and mind
to the incredible things | haven't even imagined yet. Amen.

VISIT BUMCLinks.com  SCAN (@&

for sign ups, downloads,
calendar updates and more!

MONDAY

Roof work begins today!
Imaginative Prayer, 10:30
Learn to Square Dance, 6:
Vision Team, 7 pm

Closer: Jamie Schwendeman

WEDNESDAY

Newsletter Deadline

Dawnbreakers Breakfast, 7am

Evonna Small Group*, 10 am

Zero Line Men’s Group, 7 pm
*(1° PRAY THE 650 PRAYER AT 6:50 AM/PM

FRIDAY

UWF Board Mtg, 9:30
Leadership

Commitment Event, 7 pm
Sacred Sound Bath, 8 pm

- COMMITMENT SUNDAY

8:30 Contemplative Worship

8:30- 12 Wiggle Room Open

9:30 Classes for All Ages

10:30 Worship

11:30 Stay & Play

11:45 The Final Sweep,
celebrating Jeff & Scott!

5:30 Youth Group

5:30 Sunday Small Group

ME &+
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